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Around the World in 80 Ways → Interested in traveling to new places and learning 
about different cultures? How about planning your own trip? If you have a love for travel 
and seeing new cultures, this is for you. Come travel and learn with us as you prepare 
yourself for future adventures. Use your imagination, explore, and learn how to travel 
without breaking the bank.  Facilitators: Jim Akins and Adriana Szczesny 
 
Beyond Stranger Things → Why are we intrigued by strange and unexplained 
phenomena? What can we learn about ourselves and our culture through this 
fascination? If you like stranger things (and not just the Netflix series), this might be the 
pursuit for you. We will spend a week exploring the unknown, decoding the mysterious, 
and examining things that make us go hmmm…  Facilitators: Melissa Banjak and Leah 
Luciano 
 
Billion Dollar Industry → Only a small percentage of athletes make it to the pros, but 
in this Billion Dollar Industry, there is enough room for everyone to pursue a dream in 
sports.  In this pursuit, you'll research what goes into adding a business the size of a pro 
team to a city. You will create a business plan, a marketing plan, and a sales pitch. You 
will read, write, and present on the business side of the industry rather than the players 
on the field.  Facilitators: Sarah Boyd, Matt Good, and Christina Nicoletti 
 
Cooking with Fire → How has cooking with fire shaped human development?  Outdoor 
cooking is a universal part of the human experience. It turns out that we can tell a lot 
about people by what and how they eat. In this pursuit we will explore the history, 
science, and culture of cooking with fire.  You will learn various styles and methods of 
outdoor cooking in a safe hands-on atmosphere. Come with us and learn the secret 
origins and skills of great BBQ.  Facilitators: Mark Decker and Emilee Madlinger 
 
Crime Lab Chemistry → What does it take to solve the crime of the century? 
Investigate the methods used to solve a crime including fingerprinting, impression 
evidence, DNA analysis, handwriting analysis, and chromatography. Then apply your 
knowledge to solve a crime and to “break out” of a sticky situation. You will use clues 
and deductive reasoning to solve mysteries both big and small!  Facilitators: Jenny 
Jacquin and Chris Reinagel 
 



Faster, Higher, Stronger → How have sports have had a positive and/or negative 
impact on our global society? In what ways have sports broken down barriers between 
groups of people, cultures, or societies? Students will investigate and analyze the 
positive impact sports have had on a global society through literacy, problem solving, 
critical thinking and civil discourse. Facilitators: Mary Ellen McWay, Jessica 
Stemmermann, and Ron Taylor 
 
Games People Play → Do you love playing board games? Join us for this pursuit of 
play where we examine what makes a game great. We'll look in to the strategy and 
design behind the most popular board games. We'll learn about new games from 
around the world and across the centuries. Let your creative juices flow by designing 
your own game. Facilitators: Denise Ford and Heidi Gioia 
 
Genetics: Who do you think you are? → Investigate your past with tools from the 
present. This pursuit will use current technologies to assist you as you learn more about 
genetics, ancestry, medical dispositions and more. Facilitators: Jason Moore and Janet 
Peabody 
 
Hooray for Hollywood: A Look at Classic Films → What makes a movie a classic? 
Why do some movies stay popular while others fade over time? How do movies both 
reflect and respond to culture? Students will be able to engage in a critical discussion of 
a work of art (movie), research related topics in order to enhance their understanding, 
and critically and creatively write responses to movies. Facilitators: Steve Schene and 
Connie Villier 
 
I Talk With My Hands: Sign Language → Everyone deserves a voice - an opportunity 
to communicate with others - but what if your hands were your voice? What if your 
stories, ideas, opinions, questions all came through your hands? In this pursuit, you will 
have the chance to dive into the world of American Sign Language. Learn to sign a 
song, order food at a restaurant, have a friendly conversation, translate for person with 
a hearing impairment. The possibilities are limitless! Facilitators: Tricia Owens and Lisa 
Vecchio 
 
In the Eye of the Storm → Tornados, hurricanes, forest fires, oh my! Tsunamis, 
flooding, blizzards... How does weather impact lives around the globe? How can we 
change our ways to have a positive impact on the weather? How can we survive these 
extreme weather events? Speak to a local meteorologist, visit a survival supply 
company, tour the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and research all 
things related to weather in this pursuit.  Facilitators: Katie Hingle and Mary Nardi 



 
LOL → Ever wonder what makes some jokes funny and others not? Ever wonder why 
we laugh when we're embarrassed? Ever wonder why kids laugh more than adults? Did 
you know that scientists say you can live a longer, healthier, and happier life if you're full 
of laughter? During this week, we will explore how to encourage ourselves and others to 
laugh and enjoy the true benefits of LAUGHING OUT LOUD!!!  Facilitators: Megan 
Geisz and Jennifer Johnson 
 
Motion and Light → Are you interested in improving your photography skills while also 
learning about the process of creating an effective image? This pursuit will walk you 
through the history of image making, and it will teach you about the different avenues 
photographers take in the field. Bring your creative eye and prepare to capture life 
through different "lenses." *You do not need to bring your own camera, but we 
encourage you to bring one if you have one. Facilitators: Stephanie Lancaster and Pam 
Thomas 
 
Music in America → Do you pop in your ear buds the moment you leave school? How 
does your favorite song make you feel? Explore the artists YOU love, both current and 
past, and learn how they influence our lives. You'll probably discover we are connected 
through music more than you realize. Facilitators: Katie Mueller, Jennifer Siegel and 
Kristin Siebert 
 
NKMS Shark Tank → It’s trendy to launch a start-up these days, but it also takes a lot 
of hard work. We will be developing business plans, elevator pitches, and working with 
mentors to see what it takes to turn an idea into a success. All of these will lead up to 
pitching your idea to a panel of "Sharks" at our very own NKMS Shark Tank. 
Facilitators: Alyssa Baumann and Michelle Tomlin 
 
Project Runway → How will your generation be defined through fashion? What do your 
fashion choices say about you? How do the fashion choices we make reflect our 
personalities and our outlooks on the world? Come try on some new fashion ideas as 
we explore what makes fashion pop across time and cultures. We will be designing, 
styling and creating fashion for our time. Facilitators: Karen Ambuehl and Marvin 
Williams 
 
Pursuit of Happiness → How much control do you have over your own happiness? 
We will explore "happy" things like art, play, laughter, pets, food, exercise, and the 
Seeds of Happiness to name a few. On our field trip to the Botanical Garden, we will 
hear a speaker describe the impact of nature on happiness. During the week, we will 



reflect and journal about our discoveries. Students will produce the "keys" to their own 
happiness. Facilitators: Kimberly Martin, Catherine Stuckenschneider, and Sarah Wurth 
 
Science and Art of Bees → How might a study of bees lead to a more artful 
existence? Investigate the science and art of bees and beekeeping.  Discover the roles 
of butterflies, plants and bees in our natural world with hands-on science and art 
activities while exploring bees’ habitats. Join the colony as we construct and decorate a 
beehive, enjoy honey tasting, share the buzz on bees with elementary kids and prepare 
our school grounds for the coming bee season! Facilitators: Chris Hooker and Leigh 
Mincks 
 
Science Fiction: Fact, Fantasy and the Future → What will life in the future look like? 
Space travel like Star Wars? Bringing back the dinosaurs Jurassic Park style? Are these 
science fiction, fantasy or fact? Can we farm on Mars? Is Dr. Who even possible? Using 
movies, stories, cartoons and a visit to the Science Center we will look at the these 
kinds of questions as well as creating our own ideas of the future -- designing habitats, 
entertainment, fashion or stories can be just a few of the choices. What will the future 
look like? It is up to YOU!  Facilitators: Ruth Baldwin and Chris Faller 
 
SCUBA Divers to the Rescue → How can learning to scuba dive lead to a deeper 
understanding of the ocean and its importance?  In this pursuit you will learn how to 
scuba dive. We will spend our time in the classroom learning about the science and 
theory behind diving and the remainder of the time in the KHS swimming pool learning 
the practical side of diving. Facilitators: Kevin Manwaring and Marco Mariscal 
 
Social Justice → Have you been inspired by movements and people who have taken 
active measures to make the world a better place? Are there worldly causes that will 
allow us to create equity for all? This pursuit week will allow us to investigate how 
people embody the changes they want to see in the world. As a member of this pursuit 
group, you will also help put together a social justice museum that will take place right 
here at North.  Facilitators: Keisha Ducote and Brandy Fink 
 
Space: The Final Frontier → How can exploring space impact human beings? Have 
you ever wondered what it would really take to get Mars? Is it possible to live there? 
How does the International Space Station work? Join us we explore our solar system 
and universe. We will go to the St. Louis Science Center, visit the McDonnell Douglas 
Planetarium, and spend time in the Stellarium Dome at NKMS. You will also get an 
opportunity to explore and research a space topic of your choice. The week is filled with 
hands-on activities, crafts, videos, and discussions. Facilitators: Tammy Dowell and 



Jonathan Hastings 
 
The Write Moves → If you are a student who would love the time to write creatively 
without limitations, this is the pursuit for you! From poetry and plays to journalism and 
jingles, you will be given a chance to connect with your inner author! We will take an 
in-depth look at different writing genres and practice a variety of writing techniques. By 
working in a true writer's workshop environment, you will grow as readers, thinkers, and 
of course, WRITERS!  Facilitators: Brenda Alexander and Ann Brobbel 
 
 
 


